
              
 
 

   
 

Call for Applications 
 

The British Academy and the Royal Swedish Academy  
of History, Letters and Antiquities Knowledge Frontiers Symposium 

 
Natures, Cultures, Communities 

 
Wednesday 24 & Thursday 25 February 2021 

Stockholm, Sweden 
 

Introduction 
 
1. The Royal Swedish Academy of History, Letters and Antiquities and the British Academy 

are inviting applications for early career researchers in the humanities and social sciences 
to attend a research collaboration symposium on the broad theme of ‘Natures, Cultures, 
Communities’. The symposium aims to incentivise and establish international 
engagement and collaboration between early career researchers from Sweden and the 
United Kingdom from a broad range of disciplines within the humanities and social 
sciences, encouraging the exchange of ideas across both disciplinary and national 
boundaries and supporting the development of bilateral, international research 
collaborations. 

  
Purpose and Focus 
 
2. Through the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, the world has committed to 

undertake one of the most profound social and environmental transformations in 
human history. This will have a significant impact on how we live and the environment 
in which we experience our daily lives. The humanities and social sciences have a critical 
role to play in navigating the challenges we face to our communities but also how our 
culture has impacted on and been impacted by nature and our own natures historically, 
today and in the future. This symposium will endeavour to bring together UK and 
Swedish early career scholars in the humanities and social sciences around these major 
challenges. 

 
3. The symposium invites participants to think of ‘natures, cultures and communities’ 

across different times and contexts to explore and address the need for creative 
interventions in social and environmental crises, and how communities in the future, 
today and in the past have managed (or otherwise) rapid social and natural upheaval 
and technological change. 

 
4. It is expected that the theme will be explored through several avenues at the symposium, 

including: 

• How has and will human activities, beliefs, values and imaginations shaped and be 
shaped by natures, cultures and communities? 

• What can varying modes of research and their interplay, such as archaeological, 
historical, literary, aesthetic, cultural, socioeconomic, political and longitudinal, 
contribute to our understanding of human-environment interactions past, present 
and future? 

• How have communities, traditions, mindsets and hierarchies altered previously in 
the face of natural and cultural change and how could/may they do so in the future 
looking ahead to the transformations before us? 



              
 
 

   
 

 
5. The symposium format will allow for extensive discussion and debate, with considerable 

time set aside for this and wider networking opportunities. 
 

6. The symposium will also provide an opportunity for participants to learn more about the 
different programmes and activities of the Royal Swedish Academy of History, Letters 
and Antiquities and the British Academy.   

 
The Symposium 
 
7. The symposium will bring together around thirty early career researchers (understood 

as up to seven years after obtaining a PhD) based in the UK and Sweden from across the 
humanities and social sciences to discuss key questions around the theme of ‘Natures, 
Cultures, Communities’. The symposium is designed specifically to encourage 
collaboration and networking between early career researchers. In advance of the 
symposium, participants will be able to discuss their research and exchange ideas 
among themselves; begin to discuss the session themes; and make connections for 
possible future activities. 
 

8. In order to incentivise long-term collaboration and networking, seed funding will be 
made available for which participants can apply. These collaborations must be 
international in their composition and can be either partnerships or groups. Time will be 
set aside on the final day of the symposium for a ‘sandpit’ style session in which 
participants write up their proposed collaboration and submit applications by the end of 
the session. The application form for seed funding will be circulated in advance of the 
symposium to ensure participants are fully aware of the opportunity and requirements. 

 
9. In addition to funding several collaborative proposals, the symposium will aim to 

provide opportunities for a range of other outputs. Participants, for example, could 
contribute to a publication focused on the symposium theme, either through individual 
papers or in partnership with other symposium participants, record audio outputs or 
write posts that could be compiled into a series dedicated to the symposium. 
 

Eligibility 
 
10. For the purpose of this symposium, early career is defined as being within a seven-year 

period of the award of the applicant’s doctorate. 
 

11. Participants must be based at institutions in Sweden or the United Kingdom.  
 

12. Participants must have fluency in spoken and written English. The symposium will be 
conducted in English. 

 
13. Participants must be able to travel on dates and times, and on flights or other modes of 

transportation chosen by the organisers. 
 

14. Attendance is mandatory for the entire symposium. If this is not met it will result in a 
participant not being eligible for the seed funding available.  

 
15. UK-based attendees may only participate in two British Academy Knowledge Frontiers 

Symposia in any 24-month period. 



              
 
 

   
 

 
Selection Criteria 
 
16. Applications will be assessed against the following criteria: 

 
a. Proven research interest and/or experience in the symposium’s theme; 
b. Commitment to interdisciplinary engagement and research; 
c. Value of symposium to applicant’s career development. 
 

Application Process 
 
17. Applicants should provide a completed application form (including a CV which should 

not exceed two pages). 
 

18. Applications must be submitted online using the British Academy's Grant Management 
System (GMS), Flexi-Grant®. The deadline for submissions is Wednesday 14 October 
2020 at 17.00 (UK time).  

 

19. We will seek to notify successful applicants by the end of November 2020.  
 
Logistics 
 
20. The symposium will take place in Stockholm, Sweden from Wednesday 24 to Thursday 25 

February 2021. The costs of travel and accommodation for participants will be covered 
following agreement in advance with the organisers.  
 

Further Information 
 
21. Further information is available from Hugo Clarke at h.clarke@thebritishacademy.ac.uk 

or Peter Gillgren at preses@vitterhetsakademien.se  
 

 
About The Royal Swedish Academy of History, Letters and Antiquities 
 
The Academy was founded in 1753. Under its current charter, adopted in 2019, the Academy 
has the following duties: 

• to promote research and other activities in the humanities, theology, law, and 
social science disciplines, as well as stewardship of cultural milieus; 

• to collaborate with Swedish bodies and associations with a similar academic 
orientation; 

• to initiate and support international collaboration in the disciplines within the 
Academy’s domain of activities and thereby maintain connections with foreign 
academies and international academic organizations; 

• to publish academic writings in the Academy’s domain; 
• bestow support and awards on deserving researchers and others who have 

furthered the objectives of the Academy; 
• to issue statements in matters related to the domain of the Academy’s activities at 

the behest of the government or a public authority or if it serves the interests of 
the Academy. 

 
 

https://britishacademy.flexigrant.com/
mailto:h.clarke@thebritishacademy.ac.uk
mailto:preses@vitterhetsakademien.se


              
 
 

   
 

 
About The British Academy  
 
The British Academy is the UK’s national body for the humanities and social sciences – the 
study of peoples, cultures and societies, past, present, and future. The British Academy’s 
purpose is to inspire and support high achievement in the humanities and social sciences 
throughout the UK and internationally, and to promote their public value. We have three 
principal roles: 

• A Fellowship of distinguished scholars from all areas of the humanities and social 
sciences, elected by their peers, that facilitates the exchange of knowledge and ideas 
and promotes the work of our subjects.  

• A Funding Body that supports the best ideas, individuals and intellectual resources in 
the humanities and social sciences, nationally and internationally.  

• A Forum for debate and engagement that stimulates public interest and deepens 
understandings, that enhances global leadership and policy making, and that acts as 
a voice for the humanities and social sciences.  

 


